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Editorial
This is the time of year when we start thinking of Christmas and New year celebrations.
It is also a time when our thoughts are with those whose family has been affected by
death and injury arising from conflict in the service of our country.  Especially poignant
this year were the remembrance ceremonies held on 11 November for those many
thousands of young service men and women who were killed during the Great War and
all subsequent wars. We should also remember those villagers who, over the years in
Hankerton, have provided valiant service to the community in terms of helping their
neighbours, undertaking community service and raising funds for the village and many
charities.

The editors would like to wish all our readers a very happy Christmas and a guid New
Year as we say in Scotland.

Eds
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published in February 2015.
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Do you have things for sale
or goods/services/ponies
that are wanted (see below)?
Please feel free to use
Grapevine to place your small
ads.

They are free for Hankerton
residents or good causes and
should be sent to Craig using his
email address shown above.

Nature Diary - December.
Many a gardener turning over the soil on the vegetable patch on a cold winter's day will
have had the sweet, fluting song of a Robin (Erithacus rubecula) as a pleasant
accompaniment to their work. The robin is one of the few birds to regularly sing in winter,
and this is because they are still fierce defenders of their territory, and hence their food
supplies. In contrast to robins on the continent, British robins are very tolerant of people,
and may often join the gardener to feed on worms and invertebrates revealed by the
digging. They can be persuaded to take mealworms from the hand, given time and much
patience.  They are amongst the earliest to breed in the Spring, often nesting as early as
March. Interestingly, it has been found that after the young fledge, the parents split them
into two groups, with each parent only feeding "their" group, and those fledglings will be
of the opposite sex.

A plant with close associations with Christmas is the Holly (Ilex aquifolium) which grows
as a shrub, tree or as part of a hedge. Bringing evergreen material into the house in
mid-winter goes back to pre-Christian times and holly was seen as a powerful fertility
symbol and a charm against witchcraft and house goblins! Nowadays the
 bright green foliage and red berries (only the female trees bear berries) serves to brighten
up indoors during the dark winter. Its spiny leaves help to make holly a very useful part of
stock proof hedges

it is only the
The berries provide an important winter food source for birds, and pairs of Mistle
Thrushes will often guard a laden holly tree from other birds.

Stephen Davies

It was only in 1952 that the common name Robin was adopted,
previously having been known as Redbreast or Robin Redbreast,
and in 1961 it was chosen as Britain's national bird. Now it is the
most commonly illustrated bird on Christmas cards.

 , but on trees it is only the leaves towards the bottom that carry the
spines, and the upper branches used to be cut as feed for farm stock in
hard times. Whole trees were rarely cut down because of a widespread
belief that doing so would bring bad luck.  The leaves are shed when
they are about 4 years old, so in a hedge the holly will always have a
dense mass of prickly foliage to deter a wandering animal.

GOOD CAUSE APPEAL

I run the Dauntsey Vale Riding
for Disabled group which oper-
ates from Hulberts Green Rid-
ing Centre in Brinkworth every
Tuesday lunchtime during term
time.     We provide riding ses-
sions for disabled children in
the area, relying on fund raising
and volunteers to keep the
group operating.   We are look-
ing for a small, bombproof pony
which we could borrow for
these sessions, as one of the po-
nies we are currently using is
becoming too old.   Does some-
one know of a suitable pony?
Please contact Sarah at
01666 860700 or email
sarahjackson502@btinternet.com.

http://
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Update to Hankerton Sports Relief

Do you remember the Hankerton Sport Relief event back in March? Sport Relief HQ has just told us that we
raised £2,240 in sponsorship. That's in addition to the £300 we raised through the sale of cakes and refresh-
ments and £250 through donations on the day. It's £180 more than we raised last time.

John Thorne

Rural Arts Wiltshire presents

THE SECRET WORLD OF
CHARLES DICKENS

A Victorian Magic Show

Friday 28
November

Doors open
7.30pm

Performance
Starts 8.00pm

MINETY
VILLAGE
HALL
Fully
Licensed Bar

Suitable for
Over 14s

“The show is enlightening, entertaining and engaging; it is
balanced in educational reveals and mind bending

sleight of hand mysteries with a spooky Victorian literary twist”
www.charlesdickensmysteryshow.co.uk

Tickets are £4.50 under 16, £7.50 16 – 65, £6.50 over 65,
Family ticket (4 people) £22. Please pre order your tickets

from Jane (01666 861281) or Gill (01666 860369)
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Wiltshire Council has developed a new community-led model for positive activities with young people. This model sees the
implementation of new Community Youth Officer, the development of a Local Youth Network and an annual budget
available for activities with young people accessible through your Area Board.

Your Community Youth Officer is Ollie Phipps, he is the 'go to guy' for youth issues and to signpost young people to local
services and activities.
As part of his role he will be focusing on community working, growing and enhancing voluntary and community sector
positive activity provision. Also facilitating engagement with young people and champion their voice and influence in local
decision making. Ollie will be supporting the participation and involvement of young people in the design, development,
delivery and review of youth activities. Furthermore, Ollie will initiate and support local youth and community projects.
Ollie will be instrumental in establishing and supporting the Local Youth Network, providing professional advice, main-
taining communications and helping facilitate its local activities.

The Local Youth Networks will identify local needs, priorities and outcomes and make recommendations to the Area Board
on how funding for positive activities for young people should be deployed.
LYNs will facilitate partnership working at a local level, particularly between voluntary and community providers of youth
activities. The aspiration is that this approach will develop a more joined-up and consistent positive activities offer for
young people and improve safeguarding and child protection.

Ollie would like to meet all groups working with young people and include them in the development of the Local Youth
Network. Furthermore, your Community Youth Officer is a resource for advice, guidance, support and information regard-
ing young people, so do not hesitate to get in touch.

Ollie Phipps - Community Youth Officer Malmesbury Community Area
Tel: 07795 060797

Email: ollie.phipps@wiltshire.gov.uk
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CHAOS Panto news.
The pantomime for this year has had to be postponed – but don’t panic –
we are providing entertainment to start off the festive season!
Venue: Charlton Village Hall
Dates: Friday 5th December and Saturday 6th December
Time:  7.30pm.
Tickets: £6.00

What will it be?
An evening of choice scenes from 24 past pantos – will you remember them? Will you remember why
we did them? Will you remember who was in them? Will you recognise the panto? Come along and
laugh your way through the director’s cuts and be amazed at the precision dancing routines, tuneful
singing and witty repartee!

Included in ticket price: nibbles, mince pies, ice-cream and popcorn!
Licensed bar and raffle. All proceeds to the Village Hall.
Tickets from: Sue 577646  and Doreen 825299

Hankerton Golf Club

What a fabulous year it has been for Hankerton Golfers plenty of sun and fun with golf shots to remember which is what keeps
us all in the spirit of the game . Golf on Fridays is something always to look forward to.
November is here winter golf is on the way but do Hankerton Golfers put their clubs away until Spring?
No fear,  Hankerton Golfers are hardy and tough for anything the weather throws at them. They get out their base layers and
the gentlemen their Long Johns, the winter gloves, water and windproof jackets;  woolly hats, thermos flasks which may
contain coffee; hand warmers and ear muffs. Then marching like Michelin men they are ready to go, come rain, hail, sleet,
wind, snow or low hanging clouds; Hankerton Golfers are unstoppable! Ever onwards towards the thrill of a well hit shot and
that unique sound of the ball in the hole.

Christmas will soon be here, possible presents galore; maybe a trolley,  maybe a new driver or fairway wood; maybe new
irons, maybe lessons................. whatever. There will be no doubt that come January everyone’s kit will be inspected for newness
that’s for sure.  And not forgetting the excellent club house meals at the end of a super day’s play.

Happy Christmas and New Year from all at
Hankerton Golf Club to all our readers.

Peter Jefferis

Carol Singing

We shall be around the village for our annual caroling on THURSDAY 18 DECEMBER so do please turn
the volume down on the TV and listen out for us.
Singers are always welcome; please meet at the entrance to Follyfield at 6:30 pm dressed in
warm/waterproof clothing and with a torch or lantern.
You may not be aware that Wiltshire Air Ambulance are losing their Police Funding and will, in future,
be totally reliant on private donations. Consequently we have decided to support them this year.
If you require any further information please contact Christine Betts (577123) or Claudine Pynn (577627)
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Just a reminder that I am here to help with information to (hopefully) solve problems and make your life a lit-
tle easier.  Please call me,
Ellen Blacker on 07557 922020 or email me at
malmesburygnc@communityfirst.org.uk

Hankerton Parish Council

At its meeting on 10 November the Parish Council discussed:

• Future use of the amenity area, which is to the left of Old Farm Close/Cloatley Road. A leaflet consulting about
 its use is enclosed with this issue of The Grapevine.  At the last two Parish Council meetings we have had
 discussions on what to do with the amenity area, we have had a few suggestions. It's been decided that we need
 to ask the Village what they would like to do with it.  The deadline for returning them to the PC is 31 Dec.  Once
 all the forms have been returned we will discuss at the January Parish Council meeting and then  put an article in
 the Grapevine and on the village website with a plan for next steps.

• The new kissing gate that replaces the stile on Hankerton footpaths FP20/Charlton FP11. It has featured in the
 Wilts and Glos Standard

For detailed minutes of the meeting please refer to the Hankerton Village website

John Thorne

Hankerton Website

Simon Kearsley has now been looking after our
village website www.hankertonvillage.com for
about a year which means that it’s about time
for a review of how it’s doing.

However, what Simon would really like is some
feedback.

- What do you like about the website?
- What don’t you like ?
- Is there anything that you’d like to see
 that isn’t currently covered ?

Just drop your thoughts in an email to Craig
who will pass your comments and ideas etc to
Simon.

http://
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Wiltshire Council Repair and Renew Grant for flood affected properties

The Repair and Renew Grant (RRG) has been established to provide support to install flood resilience
measures to homes and businesses which have flooded. It could help to reduce the risk of future flooding
and minimise the impact. If you have residents within your parish who were flooded internally please
advise them of this grant.

Who is eligible to apply?
Any home or business owner where the interior of their home or business premise were damaged by
flooding (as defined in the Flood and Water Management Act) between the 1 December 2013 and 31 March
2014 are eligible to apply.

If you rent your property you should approach your landlord regarding an application.

The owners of the following premises are eligible for RRG:
v Residential properties (including static caravans where primary residence) where habitable internal

areas of the premise and / or septic tanks which have been damaged by flooding between the 1
December 2013 and the 31 March 2014.

v Business (including social enterprise) and charitable organisation properties where internal areas
and / or septic tanks of the premise which are critical to the day to day operations (i.e. not storage
sheds or warehouses) have been damaged by flooding between the 1st December 2013 and the 31st
March 2014.

v The property needs to be registered for the electoral role.
v If the property is in an area which will be covered by a flood defence scheme which will be completed

by Winter 2014 the property will not be eligible.

How do I apply?
Application forms are available on the website at

www.wiltshire.gov.uk/communityandliving/civilemergencies/floodinganddrainage/floodreliefsupport/floodingrep
airrenewgrant.htm
Or telephone 0300 456 0100 to request a form.

Thing to do in Charlton!

Continuing our look at activities taking place in our neighbouring villages - this month we focus on Charlton.

The biggest thing to do in Charlton is WOMAD - World of Music and Dance - held here at Charlton Park every July with
discount tickets for SN16 residents. Get in early for next year -  23-26th July 2015….......................
see http://womad.co.uk/ for more details.

Charlton is lucky enough to have its' own Village Hall and here are some of the activities that you can join in with :-
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust Talks - various dates.
See http://www.wiltshirewildlife.org/get-involved/local_supporter_groups for more details

Music and Movement -  Monday 10am-12pm.  Contact - 01666 825421 for more details.
Gardening Club -  Monday 7.30pm - 9.30pm.  Contact - 01666 510490 for more details.
Martial Arts - Monday 8pm - 10pm/Friday 5pm - 8pm. Contact -  07983 613449 for more details.
Farming Club -  Tuesday 7.30pm - 9.30pm.  Contact -  01666 577359 for more details.
Whist Drive  - Tuesday 7.30pm - 10pm.  Contact -  01666 822457 for more details.
Toddler Group - Wednesday 10.15am - 12pm.  No contact details provided.
Fisherman's Friend - Wednesday 5pm - 6pm.  Contact -  07966 964437 for more details.
Dog Club - Wednesday 7pm - 10pm.   Contact -  01666 822501 for more details.
Ladies Keep it - Thursday 10.30am - 11.30am. Contact 01225 743045 for more details.
Scottish Dancing - Thursday 8pm - 10pm. Contact 01666 510276 for more details.
Pilates - Friday morning . Contact 01249 720180 for more details.
Charlton Cricket Club - Summer - Contact Steve on 01666 822112 for more details.

Hope this was useful to you. : Coming soon …Things to do in Oaksey.

http://
http://
http://
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Hankerton History Group

WW1 Commemorative Exhibition was a great success.
Over the weekend of November 8th. and 9th, over 80 people visited the Hankerton History Group’s
exhibition commemorating the men from Hankerton who served in the Great War. People were also
asked if they would like to have members of their own families included in the exhibition and this offer
was taken up by 10 families from Hankerton and Charlton who had researched their relatives and
provided an interesting insight to the lives of soldiers, airmen, sailors and nurses. We are planning to do
an evening using some of this material next year.  Other areas covered included the role of the horses
and the story of the poppy. Thank you to everyone who came to look at the exhibition – some of whom
stayed for the full two hours as they found so much to read and look at!
Thank you to everyone who contributed material and memories, artefacts such as a telescope, shells, a
rifle, compasses, firing sights for large guns, medals, postcards and books but we extend a special thanks
for spending so much time doing the research so that we could all begin to appreciate the sacrifices
made. The exhibition was brought to a close by a short service of Remembrance attended by 35 people
who listened to poems and music and gathered round the war grave of Thomas Henry Smith for a
minute’s silence.
A donation of £20  is being sent to the Poppy Appeal.

GEORGE PENNELL
George was a L/Corporal in the 3rd Battalion, Grenadier Guards, No. 27980. He was killed in action on the 27th Nov. 1917
at the battle of Cambrai, France. He lived in, what is now called, Rossley Cottage, Chapel  Lane, with his parents and then
later in Upper Minety with his wife Ruby.
THOMAS HENRY SMITH
Thomas was a Private in the 10th Battalion, Worcestershire Regiment, No. 21739. He was wounded in the battle of Albert
on the opening day of the Somme. He was transported  home to the King George Hospital , where he died. He is buried in
Hankerton Churchyard.  He lived in one of the Hankerton Field Farm cottages with his parents.
EDGAR  LAW
Edgar was a Private in the 2nd Battalion, Prince of Wales Leinster Regiment (Royal Canadians). No. 1076. He died during
the battle of the Somme on 25th August 1916. He lived with his family at Dolmans Cottage
FRED  LAW
Fred was a Private in the 6th Battalion, Royal Munster Fusiliers  No 3177 (formerly 13191 Wiltshire Regiment).  He died
in Gallipoli on the 15th August 1915 along with his friend Albert Painter.  He lived with his family at Dolmans Cottage.
ARTHUR CHARLES WOODWARD
Arthur was a Private in the 5th Battalion, Duke of Edinburgh’s (Wiltshire Regiment) No. 19239. He died in Mesopotamia
on the 24th November 1918. He lived with his family in the Old Post Office. His mother Fanny was the postmistress.
REGINALD ARTHUR LODER
Reginald was a Private in the 5th Battalion, Duke of Edinburgh’s (Wiltshire Regiment) No. 10274. He died in Mesopota-
mia on the 28th January 1917. He lived in Murcott with his Mother.
ALFRED CHARLES HAYES
Alfred was a L/Corporal  in the 1st Battalion, Duke of Edinburgh’s (Wiltshire Regiment). No 9098. He was killed at the
Battle of Loos, just south of Ypres on the 25th September  1915. He lived in one of Hankerton Field Farm Cottage’s  with
his family.
ALBERT EDWARD PAINTER
Albert was a Private in the 6th Battalion, Royal Munster Fusiliers No. 1274 (formerly 13189 The Wiltshire Regiment). He
died in Gallipoli on the 15th August  1915 along with his friend Fred Law. He lived in the cottage now known as Cherry-
brook Cottage with his family.
FRANK ERNEST GARDNER
Frank was a Driver in the Royal Field Artillery No 4320. He was killed in action on 8th June 1917 in France/Flanders. He
lived with his family in Church Farm.
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Hankerton Church News

Hankerton Church Services
December 2014- February 2015

December
7th   9:30am Holy Communion

   4pm Christmas session
    Decorating the
    Christmas tree, any
    one of  all ages is
    welcome to come
    and have fun.
  21st 5pm Carol Service
    followed by mince
    pies and mulled wine
  24th  Christmas Eve
   6pm Ashley Carol Service
   9pm  Minety midnight mass
    11:30  Crudwell  midnight
    mass

  25th  Christmas Day
   9:30am Holy Communion
                10:00am Crudwell Family
    Service
                11:00am Oaksey and Minety
    Holy Communion
  28th       10:00am Crudwell Group
    service

January
  4th   9:30am   Holy Communion
  11th       10:00am  Group
    Holy Communion
    Hankerton
  18th       11:00am Informal Service

February
  1st    9:30am  Holy Communion
  8th  10:00am Group Holy Com-

TAKE ONE STEP

Oh, God, we are so tired at times, but Your Power does not lessen
You are never too weary to help us or to listen

Life seems so full just now, not enough hours in the day -
But still we should spare some time for You, to listen out as we pray

'Do you not know; have you not heard? -
Take one step at a time as you read My Word.

I want you to come close to Me, and to let Me come close to you -
Even the strongest get tired sometimes, lean on Me, let Me renew

Your strength when life is a letdown and you feel reduced to
tears - Listen to Me, wait on Me, let Me help you curtail your

fears
When life seems full of troubles and filled with headaches too

Listen to what I say in My Word, it's My written Promise to you'.
Thank You, Lord, for showing us that You are not out of range

We'll be sure to read and listen to You and with Your help, we will
change

To be prepared for when it is time for You to speak-
In our prayers and then things begin to look less bleak

When You talk with us, Lord, be patient, when we seem to hesitate -
You do fulfil Your covenant, it's just up to us to wait

For You will do the things You promised when You have the opportu-
nity -

Meanwhile, we just have to bide our time as you arrange our destiny
Renew our strength, our Saviour Lord, as Your Light overtakes our

gloom -
We are so glad for with You in our lives, what else can we do, but

bloom?

17.06.98.(Isaiah 40:28-31) Shelagh Dalton 1998
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Lane’s Cleaner Windows
Pure Water Window Cleaning Technology

Conservatory, Cladding
Guttering and Fascia Cleaning.

Tel:   01666 825920
Mobile:  07709 363325
Info@Lanescleanerwindows.co.uk
Call Ian for a free quotation

NEWSFLASH NEWSFLASH

WE CAN DELIVER NEWSPAPERS AND
MAGAZINES IN YOUR AREA

40p A DAY MONDAY TO FRIDAY 60p FOR A

SATURDAY OR SUNDAY

CONTACT ALI ON 01249 448844
OR EMAIL FOSSEWAYS@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

Babysitter Required!

Elf sitters are recruiting sitters to join our team.  We are looking for experienced individuals
with their own transport for evening childcare.  Applicants should be over 18 years of age,
have a current CRB/DBS disclosure (or willing to have one processed), checkable references
and weekend availability (we do also have week night bookings).

To apply please contact Emma Fursman-Ward.
01666 860171 | emma@elfsitters.co.uk| www.elfsitters.co.uk
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