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The next Newsletter will be
published in December 2014.
Please send copy by 10th
November 2014 to

Editorial
Summer is over and what a mixed bag it
was…...................endless weeks of sunshine
followed by dreary weeks of cloud, rain and
the remnants of Hurricane Bertha. However, it
did result in some stunning views of the village
though…...............

Craig McCallum,
19 Follyfield Hankerton,
SN16 9LA or email to

The British weather did not dampen our village
spirit when it came to the Hankerton Summer
Fayre and despite the quite dreadful weather many people grabbed their brollies,
donned their wellies and came along for an afternoon of fun and frolics. Most of the stalls
successfully set-up inside the much drier church but a few valiant souls braved the rain
outside to run Splat the Rat, Lob the Lion (not as cruel to animals as they sound) and the
very popular Coconut Shy. Thanks to everyone involved for making the day a success.
But, what’s this? An Indian Summer has arrived!! Get the shorts and barbies out again
Mary, Craig and Susan

NATURE DIARY – October.
On a warm sunny day in October large numbers of bees, wasps, hoverflies, flies and lateflying butterflies will be found feeding on the nectar of ivy flowers, which is the last flower of the year to produce nectar for the insects. On a large area of ivy flowers it is quite an
impressive sight, and a true “wall of sound”. Later the ivy plant produces
round, black berries which will provide a valuable
food source late in the winter for the birds, but they
don’t seem to be that tasty, as the birds tend to eat
them only after all other types of berries have been
eaten. However in freezing cold weather in February or March they can be a life saver. Ivy tends to be
a misunderstood plant. Contrary to popular belief
it neither feeds off the tree that it may be climbing,
nor does it kill the tree. by strangulation.
One detrimental effect is that being evergreen, if it has climbed into the crown of the tree
it may make the tree more prone to winter wind damage – catching the wind like a sail.
We are all familiar with the shape of an ivy leaf – triangular with 3 or 5 lobes, but the
shoots that climb upwards to flower have a non-lobed, pointed oval shaped leaf, which
looks very different.
A thick clump of ivy provides shelter for many species of insects, especially hibernating
ones in winter. Many bird species will nest in the tangled foliage of ivy, such as wrens,
robins or spotted flycatchers.
Finally, the Holly Blue butterfly lays the second brood of eggs primarily on ivy, with
caterpillars feeding on the flower buds. The damage they cause can help to locate them,
but being green and about 1.5 cms long they can still be difficult to find. The first brood
of eggs in the summer were laid on holly bushes. So this common plant of our gardens and
countryside is responsible for helping many species of wildlife in many ways. Perhaps we
should love it a little bit more than we do?

Craigmccallum@Btinternet.com
All opinions expressed will be
solely
those
of
the
correspondent.
Don’t forget to visit the
Hankerton Parish Website at
www.hankertonvillage.com
for
Parish, County Council
and
other
useful
local
information

Do you have things for sale
or goods/services that are
wanted?
Please feel free to use
Grapevine to place your
small ads.
They are free for Hankerton
residents and should be sent to
Craig using his email address
shown above.

SOUP KITCHEN
North Aisle Community Area
Saturday 15th November 2014
Following the usual coffee
morning between 12 noon and
1.30 pm
Homemade soup and Bread £3

Please support this
Community Event

Steve Davis

Grapevine is printed by Abbey Printing Ltd Malmesbury
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The new Kissing Gate has been installed to replace a Stile on Hankerton footpaths FP20 / Charlton FP11. The
gate has been very kindly donated to us by an anonymous benefactor and we are so lucky to have such
generosity in the village. Thank you very much. This new gate will allow walkers to leave the Cloatley Road
and walk around Andover's Gorse and back to the Cloatley Road without having to clamber over any Stiles.
If you go along the FP which
starts almost opposite Old Farm
Close, which is Hankerton FP 20,
and continue for about 700m you
will go through 4 metal farm
gates (including the one at the
road) and arrive at the stile at GR
972898. Hankerton FP 20 becomes, seamlessly, Charlton FP
11 at the parish boundary, GR
972902, where the third metal
field gate is. The position of the
stile is not on the map extract
below.
The large Ordnance Survey map
in the church porch may assist
walkers in locating these footpaths and please don’t forget to
remove any mess left by your
dog(s) while out walking.

This team of hardy villagers kindly installed the gate and thanks go to these stalwarts. It is worth noting that
two of the volunteers were parish councillors and two were local residents. If any other villager would like
to help with other village activities such as these physical tasks or at the Saturday coffee mornings please
feel free to do so, by contacting either the Parish Council or the Editors of Grapevine.
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Hankerton History Group
Great War Exhibition
November 8th and 9th 2014
Commemorating the people who fought in the Great War and worked at home
to support the war effort.
There will be an exhibition about the men from Hankerton who gave their lives in the Great War, the life
experienced at home during the war years, the part played by women in the war effort and members of our
families at the front and at home.
Please contact Susan Mockler 577526 if you have any material you would be prepared to display.
The exhibition will close on Remembrance Sunday afternoon with a short memorial of readings and music.
All are welcome to attend. Details will be displayed on posters around the village.
On September 18th Dr. Theo Stening gave an illustrated talk on the Cotswold Canals: Past, Present and Future.
This popular and informative talk in the North Aisle was attended by 35 people.
Two separate waterways once linked England's two greatest rivers - the Stroud Navigation, to the west of
Stroud, was opened in 1779 to connect the town to the Severn. Ten years later the Thames and Severn Canal
extended this route to Lechlade on the Thames - a 36 mile cross country route. The Cotswold Canals provide
wildlife corridors, hydro-electricity and leisure opportunities for sailors, walkers and cyclists. The Cotswold
canals are gradually being restored, the most recent stretch being in Stroud. The aim of the Cotswold Canals
Trust is to restore the entire length with the help of professionals and volunteers for the benefit of everyone.
Susan Mockler.

Dick Whittington
December 5th and 6th 2014
Oh Yes It Is – oh no it’s not – Oh Yes It Is!
This is the 30th pantomime performed by CHAOS in Charlton Village Hall –
come along and join in the fun – tickets available in November –
look out for the posters!
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Neighbourhood Watch News
There are more break ins locally to report.
Unfortunately we have again been hit with some shed breaks overnight of 12/08/14. This was in the area of
Charlton down a remote lane. No items were taken but locks have been broken off and doors forced. However
a van was broken into that was parked in a lay-by in the same lane. The van window was smashed so very subtle.
A suspect vehicle, a Toyota Hilux index MF14 ELC, has been sighted which is not connected with the above at
the moment but the police need to know of any sightings.
A house burglary was reported at the end of August on the outskirts of Oaksey. Electrical and soft furnishing
items were stolen.
If you have any information that can assist then please let us know on 101 or CrimeStoppers on 0800 555 111.

Hankerton Parish Council News
At its meeting on 8 September the Parish Council discussed:
•
•
•

The planned closure by Wiltshire Council in March of Hankerton Bridge. This is to carry out works to
strengthen the bridge
The proposed merger of Wiltshire and Dorset Fire Brigades
The replacement of a stile by a kissing gate

The next meeting will discuss consultation about the amenity area, which is to the left of Old Farm
Close/Cloatley Road. Outdoor gym equipment is proposed for the area
For the agenda and minutes of past meetings go to the Hankerton website.

Should I stay or should I move?
Deciding whether to move or stay put can be one of the most difficult decisions to make as you get
older.
Why might you need to think about moving?
Is your house too big? Is it difficult and expensive to heat? Are you worried about repairs/updating
– perhaps you need to replace old windows or the roof? Are you finding it difficult to manage the
stairs or use the bath because of ill health? Is it difficult to keep the garden looking as good as it used
to?
Have you found it more difficult to get out and about since giving up your car? Perhaps you miss
some of the social activities you used to enjoy.
But what are the options?
Before making a decision about moving you need to know what your options are.
Staying put with some help? Home Improvement Agency? Adaptations? Equity release? Rented?
Leasehold? Purchased? Sheltered housing? Extra Care? Retirement village? Where – nearby, near
relatives/friends, near shops, social activities?
There is a lot to think about!
Want to talk about it?
If you would like to talk about the options available for YOU, call me on 07557 922020 or
email: malmesburygnc@communityfirst.org.uk
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Hankerton Street Fayre
This year the August Bank Holiday weather forecast was dire so we made the decision on Sunday that we would get
as much indoors as possible. Philip very kindly reorganised his garage, not a task any of the rest of us would have been
able to achieve at short notice, so that the teas would be self-contained with seating for about twenty. The rest of the
stalls, except for the Coconut Shy, Splat the Rat and Toss the Lion, were accommodated in the church. Fortunately the
rain held off during the morning for us to ferry things into the church and set up the gazebos to offer some shelter for
the brave souls having to man their stalls in the rain. Then the rain came!
Thanks must go to EVERYONE who contributed to the day, whether it was donating items for the tombola, plants and
produce, raffle, manning one of the stalls, baking scones for the cream teas, setting up and clearing away, or coming
to spend their money. So far we have raised £711 for North Aisle funds, which is greatly appreciated.
THANK YOU ALL. The North Aisle Committee

Hankerton Golf Club
As Autumn approaches it has been a wonderful summer for the Hankerton Golfers The hard fairways have
resulted in some amazingly long drives off the tees while the greens have been so fast that, as Sam Sneed
commented many years ago, all that was needed to putt the ball was the putters shadow!
All our players have worn shorts through the summer and there has been a clandestine knobbly knees contest,
the result in the next edition of the Grapevine.
This season the Club helped raise £6500 for charity,the target next year is to better this,and we intend to start
at The Manor House which has the reputation as the best course in Wiltshire it will be an exciting challenge.
Craig has been appointed our official scorer (he has already declared that mulligans will no longer be allowed
except for a contribution of 50 pence to club funds). There is a strong rumour that our snappiest dresser is
already kitted out for our next Spanish tour (more later)!
We have introduced a new club to our regular circuit. Stinchcombe Hill Golf Club, a lovely privately owned club;
challenging to play, offering stunning views across to Wales and up to the Malvern Hills. The 19th menu is
excellent as well. Cotswold Edge is now a regular venue, offering great omelettes; the Wiltshire is much
improved this year with new owners and an encouraging pricing policy; Basset Down is always excellent and
we look forward to its new 9 holes. Regretfully Shrivenham has been sold for building development while
Westonbirt or most likely the Cow and the Custard Pot remains a favourite. Chippenham is now a regular
course but is difficult. South Cerney is becoming pricey for us poor pensioners.
The South Devon Tour is now fully booked with 14 eager participants and an advance party of 5 played in
early September, just to ensure that the courses there suit our now advanced skills!
This brings to mind the following ode.................
Our lives have not been quite the same
Since we chose to play this stupid game
It rules our minds for hours on end
A fortune it has made us spend.
Peter Jefferies

CHARLTON VILLAGE HALL
The Village Hall Committee is in the process of finalising plans for their Annual General Meeting. The meeting
will take place on an evening during the last two weeks in November and anyone is welcome to attend. Once
the details have been finalised, posters will be put up on Noticeboards in Charlton and Hankerton to advertise
the event. The business of the meeting will comprise reports from the Chairman (Steve Roberts) and Financial
Officer (Adam Margetts). There will be time for questions and comments from the audience and the committee
would welcome views from local people and other users of the hall on the plans for the future of this valuable
local amenity.
Anne Hodgkins
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Minety Junior Rugby
The new season starts on Sunday the 7th September 2014 at the Minety playing fields.
It is all about having fun - running around outside, getting exercise and playing with friends old and new.
The sessions take place between 10:30 and 12:00.
Come along and find out what playing rugby is all about. It doesn’t matter if you have played before or not. We
coach boys and girls, across all age groups – Under 6 through to Youth.
Skills are introduced at the youngest level by playing fun rugby, learning handling and running skills. Moving
through the various age grades the full range of techniques are developed as the players progress towards the full
contact sport. The structure is defined by the RFU and is designed to ensure that everyone gets the most out of the
sport.
The season runs between September and May and is balanced between coaching sessions and playing matches
against other local clubs.
Come along and give it a try – boys & girls, experienced or not – please contact Steve Reynolds (01666 860824) or
email MinetyJuniorRugby@yahoo.co.uk for more information.

Things to do in Crudwell!
Continuing our look at activities taking place in our neighbouring villages - this month we focus on Crudwell
Crudwell Village Hall for more information about activities www.cvhrg.org.uk
Short mat bowls - Crudwell Village Hall - Sundays 7.30pm/Thursdays 2.30pm.
Contact Carmel Rogers, Geoff Lane or Tina Reynolds
North Wilts Village Flower Club - meet every 3rd Wednesday at Crudwell Village Hall -7.30pm.
Call Sue on 01666-577125.
Girl Guides and Scouts (All meetings at Crudwell Village Hall):1st Crudwell Rainbows (Girls aged 5 & 6) -Wednesday from 4.15pm - 5.15pm.
1st Crudwell Brownies (Girls aged 7-10) -Tuesday 6pm-7.30pm.
1st Crudwell Guides (Girls aged 10-14) -Tuesday 7.15pm-9pm.
(No contact details found for Rainbows/Brownies/Guides)
1st Crudwell Beavers (Boys 6-8) / Cubs (Boys 8-10 )/ Scouts (Boys 10-14) / Explorers (Boys 14-18)
Contact for Beavers/Cubs/Scouts/Explorers - John Islip 01793-849806
or go to www.wiltshirescouts.org.uk/1stcrudwell
Farmers Market - every Saturday 8.30am -12pm - behind The Potting Shed pub.
Crudwell Ladies Club - meets every 2nd Wednesday at Crudwell Village hall 7.45pm.
Contact Tina on 01666-577707.
Crudwell pre-school - Mon/Wed/Fri www.crudwellpreschool.co.uk
Malmesbury Decorative and Fine Arts Society (MDFAS) - meet 10 times a year at Crudwell Village Hall.
For more details go to www.mdfas.co.uk
Crudwell 24 hour Bike ride - takes place once a year to raise money for a variety of charities.
Go to www.crudwellbikeride.co.uk for more details.
Crudwell Strawberry Fayre - takes place over a weekend every July see www.crudwellstrawberryfayre.co.uk for more information.
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Hankerton Church News
Hankerton Church Services
October -December 2014
October

5th
19th

9:30am
6 pm
11am

Holy Communion
Harvest Supper
informal service

November
2nd
9th
16th

9:30am
Holy Communion
Remembrance services in Crudwell,
and Charlton
11am
Informal Service

December
6th

7th

21st

25th

10.30-12.00pm
Advent Sale Bring and Buy Coffee
Morning.
9:30am
Holy Communion
4.00pm
Decorating the
Christmas tree
5 pm
Christmas carols
Followed by mulled wine and mince
pies.
9:30
Holy Communion
Christmas Day

SILENT IN MY HEART
Lord, I try to voice my prayers to You, I try to do
my part –But when I try to speak to You, the
words stay silent in my heart
Others are able to utter their thoughts to make
their requests heard – While mine seem to be
quite blank unless I use the written word
Then I find that I can use a certain eloquence
Releasing my feelings in this way to You makes
greater sense
This gift I recognise is surely from Your Hand,
And if it helps in some small way to make others
understand
Then I will follow in the way You have granted
me to show – Through word or song or rhyme
that this is the way to go
Oh, Lord, show those who cannot see, unsure of
their belief, that You are only too aware – That
through our spoken or silent thoughts You give
answer to our prayers.
31.12.99.
© Copyright Shelagh Dalton 1999

The Living Churchyard Project.
(Holy Cross Church, Hankerton.)
Working Parties for 2014.

On Friday, October 31st at Ashley Church starting at
7:30pm there will be a short service to remember past
friends and family; whether their passing was recent or a
long time ago. If you think that this would be of help or
comfort to you do come; all are welcome young, old, family,
friends and neighbours. If you know of other people in
similar circumstances do tell them and invite them to come
along.
If you would like more information please contact
Rev Sarah Wyman on 01666 577159.

Each year we need to carry out some routine
maintenance work on the project area in order for it to
remain in good condition from a flower, and therefore
insect, perspective.
The work includes Trimming the hedge and picking up the trimmings
Cutting out any tree seedlings and invading
black thorn shoots from the grass areas.
Cutting the grass and picking up and removing.
The following are proposed times and dates for this
year's work, (subject to weather conditions)

DOGS IN THE CHURCHYARD
The PCC would like to ask all dog owners to keep their
dog(s) on a lead as they go through the churchyard, out of
respect for the area. People have been disturbed by wandering dogs whilst tending their family graves and this has
caused them some distress. We would also like to remind
you to clean up after your dog, as this is not always happening at present.
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Wednesday 1st October at 10.00 a.m.
Saturday 4th October at 2.00 p.m.
We usually spend about 2 hours at each session.
There's time to chat, and its not excessively physical
work.
If youfancy coming along to give a hand, for
whatever amount of time and whatever days,it
would be greatly appreciated. It's a good idea to
bring along some gardening gloves to protect against
any thorns, and secateurs, loppers, spring-tine rakes
are useful if you have them.
If you're interested, or want to discuss further, please
give Steve Davies a ring on 01666 577456.

Goldborough Garden
Machinery
Broad Town, Wootton Bassett
Tel: 01793 848027 (office)

Winter service for:

Cylinder, rotary and ride on mowers
Hedge cutters : Chain saws : Strimmers
Rotovators : Leaf blowers : Petrol disc cutters
Tool repairs: Handle replacement,
blade sharpening etc.
Prompt efficient service
Collection and Delivery service available
07766 735685 (Maurice Nash)
07946 895104 (Roderick Hazell)

Lane’s Cleaner Windows
Pure Water Window Cleaning Technology
Conservatory, Cladding
Guttering and Fascia Cleaning.
Tel: 01666 825920
Mobile: 07709 363325
Info@Lanescleanerwindows.co.uk
Call Ian for a free quotation

NEWSFLASH

NEWSFLASH

WE CAN DELIVER NEWSPAPERS AND
MAGAZINES IN YOUR AREA
40p A DAY MONDAY TO FRIDAY 60p FOR A
SATURDAY OR SUNDAY
CONTACT ALI ON 01249 448844
OR EMAIL FOSSEWAYS@HOTMAIL.CO.UK
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