
From: Julia Hart 
Sent: 31 October 2015 11:25
To: Smith, Alex
Subject: Re: Planning Application 15/08832/FUL

Dear sirs,
Please would you read this letter as my letter of objection in place of that sent to you on 30th 
October?
Thank you
Yours faithfully,
Julia Hart

Cloatley Grange, 
Hankerton, 
Malmesbury, 
Wilts, SN16 9LQ

Dear Sirs,
This is an application to put 33 solar panels on the medieval ridge and furrow field at the 
front of Cloatley Manor.

Background:

- Please see http://www.british-?history.ac.uk/vch/wilts/vol14-104/pp95-104

- Cloatley Manor barns and the farmyard were upgraded in the 1990s to Grade II* at the 
request of the senior conservation officer,Mr Varian Tye, not only because of their individual 
historic qualities but to protect and recognise the survival of unique farmyard setting, 
standing in the middle of its 12th/13th century ridge and furrow fields.

- In 1994, the Wiltshire County Archaeologist, Mr Roy Canham,said on his visit, that he 
regarded these fields as one of the two best ridge and furrow sites in Wiltshire.

- The land has a documented history of being farmed since 1100.

- Two years ago, a Bronze Age spearhead was found here and authenticated by Devizes 
Museum. This indicates human activity on the fields here 3000 years ago.

- The land has an even older history than the house and needs protection.

- It has been in a Stewardship Scheme since 1993 and the current 2015 Agreement forbids " 
the Agreement land to be levelled....or used by motor vehicles or machinery....
These Stewardship Schemes protect environmentally sensitive and historically important 
land.

The present application is incomplete in important information and misleading.

- The solar panels will not go on the ground as is implied. The siting requires complete 
levelling of the site and the destruction and loss of that part entirely.



-The applicant refers to a plantation. There is no plantation as will be evident on inspection. 
English Nature has long since requested that the few overgrown Christmas trees must be 
removed and the field boundary at the front of the house restored to its original position. 

- The site drawing does not show the position of the planned new screening hedge.

- How far will this hedge come into the field? The position should be shown as part of the 
application as it will change the age old mapping of the field and its character.

- The application states a beech hedge. There are no beech hedges anywhere on the farm.
There are some domestic hornbeam hedges round the pool area but the hedges in any of these 
fields should be of historically native species eg quickthorn, black thorn, field maple, dog 
rose, hazel, holly etc, to match the existing.

- Will it be maintained at the same height as the existing field hedges?

- What will be the top height of the panels?

- Access for vehicles and machinery for work to the site should not be permitted at all, as 
above.
Those fields were shaped by man and oxen more than eight centuries ago and are easily and 
permenantly damaged by modern machinery. Access should not be between end October and 
end March or when the ground is soft and the damage will be great to the rest of the field.

I have no objection to the solar panels themselves. I wish only to see the historic setting of 
the Manor and one of its most important ancient fields protected against destructive 
development.

There are alternative sites for the solar panels to serve the house which will not damage the 
ancient field earth works or change their shape.
In particular the small paddock at the back of the house which has recently been levelled for 
the underground heat source piping, where the panels can be screened from the house very 
effectively with the domestic hedge planting requested by the applicant.

I ask that this application be refused for the damage it will do to a rare and historic setting.

Yours faithfully,
Julia Hart


