
Deadline for news for the April newsletter: March 10th
 2020. The size and content of The Grapevine depends on the amount of copy we 

receive from individuals and groups, so please keep the news and events coming in! 

All articles, adverts to be sent to: grapevinesn16@aol.com
Or to 21 Follyfield, Hankerton. SN16 9LA

The opinions expressed are the responsibility of the authors.
We reserve the right to edit material.
The Grapevine is also published on-line – check out the Hankerton web-site:   hankertonvillage.com
Thank you to all our advertisers for advertising with us – it helps the village to continue to have a newsletter. Thank you also to the Parish Council 
for continuing to support the Grapevine.

Please mention to advertisers that you saw their advert here first. Advertising space is sold in good faith and does not imply endorsement of the 
services offered.

Editorial
We wish all our readers a healthy, happy and peaceful 2020. 
Congratulations to all the carol singers for braving the weather and singing in the 
rain! Also to Chris and Claudine for organising this village event over decades! (see 
the article later). 
This year will present the village with several challenges as people who have 
organised events over many years retire from leading them. All these events have 
contributed to the life of the village; bringing people together to not only enjoy 
themselves but also raise money for the village and charities. Please consider giving 
some of your time to help organise events, past organisers are very willing to pass on 
their plans and contacts. 
Then all that will be needed is good weather and people to come along and enjoy the 
events. 
Ed’s. 

Parish Council meeting 6 January

The defibrillator is now in place in the phone box, along with 
instructions about how to use it and to give first aid. Free 
training about how to use the defibrillator takes place on 
Saturday 29 February, 12-2pm; North Aisle, Hankerton Church. 
A video showing how to use the defibrillator is at 
www.communityheartbeat.org.uk/interactive-defibrillator-demo
The annual village spring clean is on Saturday 21 March, 
10am; meet at the bus shelter.
The Parish Council has a vacancy. If interested contact the clerk 
Michael Bromley Gardner; mrbg1@outlook.com
The next meeting is on Monday 2 March, 7.30pm, and is open 
to everyone. The Hankerton website has information about the 
Parish Council.
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Services in Hankerton February to March

February
2nd 9:30 Holy Communion
9th 10am Benefice Communion at Crudwell
16th 11am Informal worship

March
1st 9:30 Holy Communion
8th 10am Benefice Communion at Hankerton
15th 11am Informal worship
18th 2:30pm Song and Cake (see below)
22nd Mothering Sunday 
26th 7:30pm Ash Wednesday  

The Church is open every Saturday, 10:30-12, unless specified, for tea, coffee and chat; 
all are welcome.

Come along for an afternoon of 
Song and Cake

on Wednesday 18th March 2:30pm at Crudwell Church 
This is open to everyone and will include well known 

hymns of your choosing, some readings with refreshments 
of tea and cake.

For more information please contact rev sarah Wyman on 
01666 577159

THE VINE
“Stay close by Me for I AM the Vine. - You become My branches through bread and wine

As I live in you, you flourish - Bring others to My side; they too can be nourished
Live in Me, I AM My Father’s Son. - Receive Me as Saviour and Lord, tell everyone

Do as My Father asks, believe in My Name. - When My Spirit lives in you nothing is the same
Keep on believing as you did right from the start -You will be within us, here in Our heart     

If you believe in Me as I in you - We all become as one and life’s renewed
As I loved you, I gave you My most precious gift - My Life, so that your spirit will uplift

Demonstrate your love to Me and lend an ear - To folk who need to understand, dispel their fear
Help them in their times of grumbling - Through their adversity, keep them from stumbling 

If they come to Me, I can see them through their ‘lows’ Speak of a different life, for through Me New Love 
flows

Ask someone special if they are finding living tough and sore - Hold them, give all the love you can, and then 
a little more

Tell them if they reach out to Me, My Goodness never ends - Explain that I AM always their Very Special 
Friend”.

© Copyright Shelagh Dalton 1997



On a mild wet evening in mid-December an intrepid bunch of carollers set forth around the 
village for their annual fund-raising event. Fortunately most of us were dressed appropriately for 
the weather conditions but it did get to be unpleasant and some of the younger members were 
beginning to feel cold and uncomfortable. I’m afraid that we called it a night after about an hour 
and a half.
We were very grateful for the generosity of the villagers who sustained us with a glass of 
elderflower liqueur, a glass of port, mince pies, stollen and chocolates before a warm and a bowl 
of soup etc at The Old School House. We are very sorry if we failed to visit you this year but we 
are sure that you will understand. (After all, the Rotary cancelled their proposed ‘Santa’ 
collections in Malmesbury that evening!)
We normally collect for a local charity but this year, because of the wanton vandalism to an 
ancient stained glass window in our 12th Century church, we decided to donate our funds of 
£265 to pay for the excess on the insurance claim.

As the organisers of this event for over 30 years we have decided to retire and would like 
somebody with younger legs and more youthful voices to step forward and take over. We 
continued Ted and Joan Clark’s legacy when they moved away and we would very much like to 
think that their ‘tradition’ will continue long into the future. In our time we have raised over 
£5000 for local charities and it’s all down to the support that you have shown us. Thank you.

Christine Betts & Claudine Pynn

Hankerton Parochial Church Council

The Old School House
Hankerton
SN16 9LF

philipjacarter@hotmail.co.uk

20th December 2019

Dear Claudine and Chris,

Thank you very much for your letter of today's date, enclosing a most generous 
cheque for £265 for the PCC. This is a lovely surprise. The damage to the stained 
glass window is covered by insurance, except for the excess cost of £250, so the 
collection from the villagers covers the excess clause very conveniently.
The Hankerton Carol Singers do a wonderful job each year, raising money for a 
charity and the church is lucky to have such support this year, particularly as we 
were all “singing in the rain”.

Yours sincerely

Philip Carter, Churchwarden/Treasurer

Copy; Valerie Durnford, Churchwarden
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Dog Fouling along Hillwell Footpath 

The Parish Council has received a number of complaints concerning dog 
fouling along the Hillwell Footpath.

We appeal to all dog walkers to kindly clean up after their dogs.

Notices are posted along the length of the path reminding dog walkers to 
take responsibility for their pets and a ‘Doggie Bin’ is located 
conveniently at the bus shelter.

Hillwell is an important village path: it enables villagers to access the centre of the 
village without walking along the busy main road and dog fouling poses a real risk to 
public health.

 Please help by ensuring that you clean up after your dog using the facilities provided.

 Thank you for your co-operation

PC Footpath Warden

Hello,

I’m writing this early to make sure it gets to the magazine editors in good time and I 
hope that by the time you read this we will be noticing a little more daylight and that 
spring will soon be with us?  Of course, it’s more than likely that Winter will still have a 
sting in its tail!  Looking at the storm names for this year, I see that we shall be having 
(or have had) “Storm Ellen”.  What can I say except that I hope it’s a moderate one! 

Anyhow, just a reminder you all that I am around for general help and support on a wide 
variety of issues including transport, mobility and safety around the home and reducing the 
feeling of loneliness.  Give me a call on 07557 922020 and leave a message.  I will get back 
to you as soon as possible.

Ellen Blacker

Health and Wellbeing Champion

Malmesbury & District U3A
Retired? Semi-retired? Looking for new interests? Why not join us?
With more than 400 members and 30 different interest groups including book group, history, 
gardening, dancing, theatre trips , languages, walking etc. Check our website for an up –to-date 
list of groups and other information: www.malmesburyu3a.org.uk. 
Please contact Elaine Sharp for more information on 01666 823568 or
e-mail membership@malmesburyu3a.org.uk
Monthly meetings are on the 4th Thursday of the month (10.00- 12.00)  at Malmesbury Town 
Hall. Meet with others for tea/coffee and a chat and then enjoy listening to our monthly 
speaker. Non -members welcome. 50p donation 

http://www.malme
tel:01666%20823568
mailto:membership@malmesburyu3a.org.uk%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
x-apple-data-detectors://5


Hankerton History Group 2020
The plan this year is to have a mix of outside speakers, talks on Hankerton, (to include a display 
of metal detecting finds) and an exhibition to celebrate VE Day.

Tuesday, February 18 at 7.30 in The North Aisle, Hankerton Church. 

The theme for this evening will be buildings in Hankerton with a series of short presentations 
from several members. There will be a break for refreshments. 

March 31 at 7.30 in The North Aisle, Hankerton Church.
AGM followed by a series of presentations about the population of Hankerton.

May 8th 
An exhibition about VE Day. If anyone has any newspaper articles, photographs, memorabilia or 
family reminisces, and would be happy for these to go on display, please contact Susan Mockler. 

Patients Participation Group – Shayne Smith

Surgery News
Helen Dunford recently joined the practice as a specialist practitioner with 20yrs experience as a 
paramedic. When a patient requests a home visit Helen will pick the request up and liaise with 
the duty doctor to determine who will attend the patient.
At present, Helen is seeing approximately six patients a day depending on location. This frees 
up doctors time and enables them to spend more time with their patients and to catch up on 
their paperwork.

Jackie Williams a practice nurse retired at the end of November. In her place two new members 
of staff will join the nursing team in January 2020: Alison Cole is a specialist nurse and will be 
focusing on chronic disease management e.g. Asthma COPD and Diabetes. Harriet Fletcher is 
currently with the Malmesbury Community Team and joins as a Practice Nurse and will support 
all areas of the team.

Connecting with your GP – ‘Doctor Link’ is a free, simple and easy to use electronic system 
which can be accessed on the practice website or downloaded as a free app. ‘Doctor Link’ gives 
you 24/7 access to a clinically approved symptom checker, trusted medical advice and your GP 
services.

For more information visit www.doctorlink.com or pick up a leaflet from the surgery.

NHS In Touch Newsletter - Dec 2019
Included in the latest issue of In Touch ( www.wiltshireccg.nhs.uk ):-

. Transforming Maternity Services - together

. Big Community Cancer Conversation

. Dorothy House Hospice Care

. Campaigns - “Ah-chooo!”

If anyone would like to raise a question or provide feedback about the service they’ve received 
from the surgery I’ll be very happy to take this forward for you. If you could let me have the 
details, my telephone number is 07856202115. The next Patient Participation Group meeting is 
on 10 February 2020.



Happy New Year to you all from Wiltshire Wildlife Trust!

Many people think that winter is a quiet period for us on the reserves, but this is the season when 
we can trim hedgerows, cut back scrub and plant trees.  The cattle have gone, but you might still 
see our team out and about, clearing paths and removing hazardous trees.
We are a small team, comprising one Estates worker and trainee, the Farm Manager and assistant 
and me, the Reservers Manager, covering the North Wiltshire reserves.  Across our estate, we 
rely very heavily on volunteer involvement and are lucky to have some wonderful volunteers 
helping us out with tasks from coppicing to stock fencing. There are lots of ways in which we 
could improve Cloatley Meadows for both wildlife and visitors with a little more help.  I'm 
therefore appealing for volunteers to set up a new group for the reserve.  No experience is 
necessary, just a willingness to get involved.  In exchange, we will can offer training 
opportunities, a good workout in the fresh air and plentiful biscuits!
I'm hosting a taster session at Cloatley at 10am on Friday 21st February for anyone who might be 
interested.  We will be planting barberry bushes.  If you'd like to come along, please let me know 
by e-mail - elliej@wiltshirewildlife.org - or phone - 07713 201151.  If you can't make it but 
would still like to know more, then do get in touch.

Ellie Jones - Braydon Forest Project Field Officer




