
Deadline for news for the August newsletter: July 10th
 2020. The size and content of The Grapevine depends on the amount of copy we 

receive from individuals and groups, so please keep the news and events coming in! 

All articles, adverts to be sent to: grapevinesn16@aol.com
Or to 21 Follyfield, Hankerton. SN16 9LA

The opinions expressed are the responsibility of the authors.
We reserve the right to edit material.
The Grapevine is also published on-line – check out the Hankerton web-site:   hankertonvillage.com
Thank you to all our advertisers for advertising with us – it helps the village to continue to have a newsletter. Thank you also to the Parish Council 
for continuing to support the Grapevine.

Please mention to advertisers that you saw their advert here first. Advertising space is sold in good faith and does not imply endorsement of the 
services offered.

Welcome to the second COVID-19 edition of the 
Grapevine. Once again we can only publish it on the 
website as the printers are still shut but we wanted 
to let you know that we’re still here and still trying to 
bring you the latest news from the village.  
Surprisingly, there’s quite a lot. :-)

What has been lovely to see in these difficult times is the way the village 
has once more come together to support each other. Special thanks need 
to go out to all of those who are keeping us fed, whether it’s the bread 
delivery from Simon, the fruit and veg courtesy of Sarah and Peter, or the 
yummy pizzas from Sue and Andy. Details of how to order any of these can 
be found on the website (hankertonvillage.com). Thanks also to all the 
volunteers who have offered to get shopping, prescriptions etc, and even 
fix loos! Also thanks to Simon (again) for our wonderful village website and 
to Geoff for setting up a WhatsApp group for the village. But of course, our 
biggest thanks go to those people in the village who 
work in the NHS or care sectors – not all superheroes 
wear capes! 

Lockdown Lisa – desperate for Lifestyle to re-open!
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Church News
During this time while the church is closed we still have 
ways to worship and keep in contact.
The cross from Easter is still in the graveyard enabling a 
focus for anyone who wants to spend time in this quiet 
spot.
There are thoughts and inspirations on the Braydon 
Brook website ( www.braydonbrook.co.uk)
 and in our church yard which are updated on a regular 
basis.
Each Sunday a service is zoomed for those who want to 
join in and see those in the benefice.
Paper copies of the service are also available if anyone 
would like to have them.
there are zoom morning prayer groups on Tuesday 
(8:30am) and Friday (9:30am) and a zoom light- hearted 
quiz on a Wednesday 10:30am. 
if you want to join in with any zoom event send an email 
to the administrator admin@deanery.org.uk and she can 
send you an invite.
if you need to speak to a priest both Tonya (575216) 
and Sarah (577159) are available.

SOLACE
“Come close to Me and I will come close to you 

 If you seek My comfort, I will aid you too
I CAN SAVE

I view you with tolerance and hold out My arms   I will hold you tenderly, 
take My peace, My calm

BE BRAVE
If you feel life is falling apart - Remember, I hold you close, will give you 

new heart 
BESTOW RELIEF 

You may not avoid trouble or adversity - But in the midst of it beside you, 
You will find Me

STRENGTHEN YOUR BELIEF
Seek encouragement in My Word and from My Presence - For throughout 

this life your thirst I will quench....”
Thank You, Lord

From suffering and trial, we are not clear - But with You standing by our side, 
right here

Believe Your Word. 
You remind us to prepare - By commitment,

   time and prayer
As we see life through 

Your Spirit is restoring us as we progress - Towards You, Lord, and our 
ultimate happiness

When we come to You....
23.02.97.

(James 4:8)
Copyright Shelagh Dalton 1997

http://www.braydonbrook.co.uk/
mailto:admin@deanery.org.uk




Bonfires

Would residents kindly note the advice from Wiltshire 
Council, and Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Team 

and avoid having bonfires. In an update on April 13th the 
council wrote. ‘Please help our vulnerable residents with 
respiratory conditions to breathe more comfortably at home 
and avoid having bonfires. 

This is particularly pertinent during fine weather when 
windows are open and people also wish to enjoy being in 
their gardens. 





What’s in a name?

Hankerton – have you ever wondered how Hankerton got its name? 

The first references to Hankerton appear in the Saxon Charters of 680 and 901 as 
Hanekyntone. A person named Haneca is thought to have had a farmstead or 
‘ton’ (Anglo-Saxon ton or tun meaning enclosure or homestead.) here. In 1065 
Hanekynton is mentioned in the Codex Deflormations Saxonici but not specifically in the 
Domesday book when it is considered as part of Crudwell. In 1222 it is spelt as 
Hanekinton in the Charter from the Salisbury Register and again during the reign of 
Edward III as Hanekenton.

In 1367 the village name was spelt as Hankynton, in 1428 as Hanketon and then in 
1491 as Hankerton in a document called the Inquisition Post-Mortem. Interesting to see 
that the spelling has remained the same for over 500 years!

In 1951 L. Manfield wrote a poem for the school magazine in Malmesbury:-

 Hankerton 

Tucked away among the highways,
Almost hidden in the by-ways,
A tiny village lies,
Just four miles as the crow flies,
From Minety, Somerford and Lea.
With several farms, and an ancient church,
An old manor, where you may search
For a room that’s hidden there below – 
“Priest’s hole” perhaps, for all we know:
A village school, where children bring
Lots of primroses in the spring:
If one should long for lots of peace,
This is the place for quiet and ease.  

Hankerton History Group

We have a pair of blue tits nesting in a nest-box that has been beside 
the summer house for a few years, which never seemed to be used. 
We realised what was happening when, moving the box to paint the 
summer house, a bird flew out! 

Since then, we moved the box to a safer site in a bush and have been 
watching the parents carrying in bugs to feed the young and removing 
the faecal sacs. We can watch the parents leave the nest and fly from 
tree to tree at the sides and bottom of the garden collecting food.
Terry & Susan







Thank you to everyone who participated in the VE Day Marathon plus around Follyfield 
on May 8th. All laps were completed with good humour and without mis-hap, despite 
one person attempting it by riding a bicycle backwards! 

With thanks to everyone who sponsored them or made donations 
to the Malmesbury Area Covid -19 Emergency Hardship Fund. 
Over £300 has been raised – well done everyone! 

Susan Mockler

Reuben Landon 
attempts to do his laps on stilts!

An appeal from HEALS of Malmesbury

As schools are not open at the moment and lessons are on-
line, there are some families who do not own computers or are not on-
line. Schools have provided some computer support but not enough 
and some children are struggling to maintain their education. Along 
with the Malmesbury Area Covid-19 Hardship Fund, second-
hand computers are being re-configured for use by these pupils. An 
appeal is now being made for any unwanted laptops, desktop or ipads. 
Any that can be switched on and have a power lead are of use. The 
machines are sanitised, all memory etc. wiped, reconfigured and then 
sent out. 
Computers etc. can be taken in a bag to the Co-op on Gloucester 
Road. 
Thank you.








